Section 3 = External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23

In respect of Barham Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility a5 auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the Mational Audit Office (NAO), A imited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit camied out in accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & kreland) and hence it does net provide the same level of assurance that such an audid would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending,

Under a limited assurance review, the awditor is responsible for reviewing Seclions 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabilty Refumn in accordance with NAD Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN (02) as issued by the NAD an behalf of the
Camptroller and Auditor General, AGN (2 is available from the NAD website —
hitps:ifwww.nac.org.uk/code=audit-practice/guidance=and-information-for=auditors/ .

This authority is respensible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The autharity prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant o our dubes and responsiblibes as exdernal awditors.
2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2022/23

[Exeept for the matiers reporied below on (e Bagis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annuel Govemence and Accountabilily Retum, in

aur apinion Be infarnation in Sections 1 and 2 of he Anrual Govemance and Accountabdlity Redurm is in sccordancs wilh Propar Practices
and ra olher ratbars hawve come bo our allention giving cause for concem thal relevant lsgislation and regulatory reguiremeants have nol been
el

The Internal Audil report ideniified & significant weakness, regarding inbemal control during 2022723, However, (he Council answered yes
Io assertion 2 of the annual governance slalement

The Council should @nzure that the recommandations in the internal audil repert are implemsantad and consider answaring no 1o assefian
2 af the 2023 34 snnual gevemance stabameant if these weaknesses remaned for a significant part of the 2023424 inancial year.

Db maatbars nol affecting aur apinion which we draw o She aertion of the authority:

Mot epplicatle.

3 External auditor certificate 2022/23

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Gowernance and
Accountability Retumn, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,
for the year ended 31 March 2023.

Ve do nat canfy completion bacausa:

Wal applcatle,

External Auditor Mame
Mazars LLP, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1DF

Agary 21 August 2023
External Auditor Signature M Lp Date au
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